
Common Carp 

 
 

This is one of the largest members of the minnow family, The carps closest look-alikes may be the bigmouth 

and smallmouth buffalos, which despite their resemblance to the carp, belong to an entirely different family, 

Catostomidae (the sucker family). The carp, and the buffalos all grow fairly large with deep bodies; relatively 

small, protractile mouths; a forked tail; a single, long dorsal fin on the back; and large scales. The coloration of 

their bodies is also similar, ranging from olive brown to gold to almost black. Still, all these species can be quite 

easily distinguished. The carp and the goldfish both have a single serrated spine at the beginning of the dorsal 

and anal fins. All the fins are soft on the buffalos, with no spines at all, only soft rays. The carp has two fleshy 

barbels on each side of the mouth.  

 

Common Carp  

 



Grass Carp  

 

The grass carp is one of the largest members of the minnow family. The body is oblong with moderately large 

scales, while the head has no scales. There are three simple and seven branched rays on the dorsal fin. Grass 

carp are silvery to olive in color, lacking the golden hue of common carp, and they have no barbels. This 

species typically reaches sizes of 65 to 80 pounds in its native habitat, but individuals approaching 400 pounds 

have been reported.  

Bigmouth Buffalo 

 

The bigmouth buffalo is a dull brownish olive color with dusky fins. Like other suckers it has a long dorsal fin, 

but unlike others it has a large oblique and terminal mouth. It is the largest of the buffalo fish and reaches a 

length of more than 4 ft (1.2 m) and 65 lb (29 kg) in weight.. 

It is sometimes mistaken for carp because of its flat face and large, silver scales running along the body, though 

it lacks the whisker-like mouth appendages common to carp.  



Bigmouth Buffalo  

Bigmouth buffalo are similar in color 

and shape to smallmouth buffalo, except that the mouth is not oriented downward in typical sucker fashion, but 

rather straight ahead.  

Black Buffalo  

  

Black buffalo resembles its cousin, the bigmouth buffalo, but has a smaller, nearly horizontal mouth and thicker 

lips. The front of the upper lip lies well below the lower margin of the eye, and the upper jaw is as long or 

longer than the eye's diameter.  

The body of a black buffalo is typically thicker than that of a smallmouth buffalo, but not as deep. Coloring is 

similar to the bigmouth buffalo, but usually a little darker.  



Smallmouth Buffalo  

 

The back and sides are light brown or otherwise dark with a coppery or greenish tent. The belly is pale yellow 

to white. Smallmouth buffalo scales are large, and the species sometimes be confused with common carp by the 

novice. However, buffalo lack the barbels of carp. Smallmouth buffalo, as opposed to bigmouth buffalo, have a 

distinctive sucker-type mouth, oriented downward.  

Channel Catfish  

 

Channel catfish are easily distinguished from all others, except blue catfish, by their deeply forked tail fin. 

Unlike flathead catfish, the upper jaw projects beyond the lower jaw. Coloration is olive-brown to slate-blue on 

the back and sides, shading to silvery-white on the belly. Typically, numerous small, black spots are present, but 

may be obscured in large adults. The anal fin has 24-29 soft rays, in contrast to the blue catfish which always 

has 30 or more rays in the anal fin.  

 

 

 

 



Channel Catfish and Blue Catfish 

 

Channel Catfish 

 

A  Body with dark spots (spots may be absent in large adults) 

B  Outer margin of anal fin rounded, and anal fin with 24 to 29 rays. 

Blue Catfish 

 

A  Body without dark spots 

B  Outer margin of anal fin straight, and anal fin with 30 to 36 rays. 

 

 



Blue Cat 

 

Blue catfish have a forked tail, and are sometimes very similar to channel catfish.. The number of rays in the 

anal fin is typically 30-35, and coloration is usually slate blue on the back, shading to white on the belly.  

Flathead Catfish 

 

As the common name suggests, this catfish has a flat head, but other than that, it looks like any other catfish..  

Flathead catfish are typically pale yellow (hence the name "yellow cat") to light brown on the back and sides, 

and highly mottled with black and/or brown. The belly is usually pale yellow or cream colored. The head is 

broadly flattened, with a projecting lower jaw. The tail fin is only slightly notched, not deeply forked as is the 

case with blue and channel catfish.  

 



Largemouth Bass  

 

OTHER NAMES  

Black Bass, Bigmouth Bass,   

DESCRIPTION  

Largemouth bass grow 4 to 6 inches (10 to 15 cm) during their first year, 8 to 12 inches (20 to 30 cm) in 

two years, 16 inches (40 cm) in three years. They are usually green with dark blotches that form a 

horizontal stripe along the middle of the fish on either side. The underside ranges in color from light 

green to almost white. They have a nearly divided dorsal fin with the anterior portion containing nine 

spines and the posterior portion containing 12 to 13 soft rays. Their upper jaw reaches far beyond the 

rear margin of the eye.  

HABITAT  

Largemouth bass seek protective cover such as logs, rock ledges, vegetation, and man-made structures. 

They prefer clear quiet water, but will survive quite well in a variety of habitats. Largemouth bass hide 

among plants, roots or limbs to strike their prey. 

 

Smallmouth Bass 

 

 



 

 

OTHER NAMES  

Brown Bass 

DESCRIPTION  

The smallmouth bass is generally green with dark vertical bands rather than a horizontal band along the 

side. There are 13-15 soft rays in the dorsal fin, and the upper jaw never extends beyond the eye.  

 

Identification of Smallmouth, Spotted and Largemouth Bass 

 

Largemouth Bass 

A  Definite lateral stripe 

B  Jaw extends well behind the back margin of the eye when mouth is closed. 

 

 

 



 

 

Smallmouth Bass 

A  Vertical barring along the sides. 

B  Jaw does not extend beyond the back margin of the eye when mouth is closed. 

C  Brownish-green color; white belly area does not extend high on the sides. 

 

Spotted Bass 

A  Irregular lateral stripe is similar to, but more broken than in largemouth bass. 

B  Jaw does not extend beyond the back margin of the eye when mouth is closed. 

C  Spots on scales form "rows" of strips on whitish belly area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spotted Bass 

 

 

OTHER NAMES  

Kentucky Spotted Bass, Spotted Black Bass  

DESCRIPTION  

The species epithet punctulatus, Latin for "dotted", refers to rows of dark spots on the lower sides.  

Identification of White, Striped and Hybrid Striped Bass 

 

                   White Bass 

A  Has one tooth patch near the midline towards the back of the tongue. 

B  Body deep, more than 1/3 length. 

C  Stripes faint, only one extends to tail. 

 



              Striped Bass 

A  Has two, distinct tooth patches near the midline towards the back of the tongue. 

B  Body slender, less than 1/3 length. 

C  Stripes distinct, several extend to tail. 

              Hybrid Striped Bass 

A  Has two, distinct tooth patches near the midline towards the back of the tongue. 

B  Body deep, more than 1/3 length. 

C  Stripes distinct, usually broken, several extend to tail.  

 

White Bass 

 

White bass are silvery shading from dark-gray or black on the back to white on the belly. Several incomplete 

lines or stripes run horizontally on each side of the body. Striped bass have two distinct tooth patches on the 

back of the tongue, and white bass have one tooth patch. Striped bass have two sharp points on each gill cover, 

as opposed to white bass which have one, and the second spine on the anal fin is about half the length of the 

third spine in striped bass, whereas it is about two-thirds the length of the third spine in white bass.  



Striped Bass  

 

DESCRIPTION  

The striped bass is the largest member of the sea bass family, often called "temperate" or "true" bass to 

distinguish it from species such as largemouth, smallmouth, and spotted bass which are actually 

members of the sunfish family Centrarchidae. As with other true basses, the dorsal fin is clearly 

separated into spiny and soft-rayed portions. Striped bass are silvery, shading to olive-green on the back 

and white on the belly, with seven or eight uninterrupted horizontal stripes on each side of the body. 

Younger fish may resemble white bass (Morone chrysops). However, striped bass have two distinct 

tooth patches on the back of the tongue, whereas white bass have one tooth patch. Striped bass have two 

sharp points on each gill cover, and white bass have one. Additionally, the second spine on the anal fin 

is about half the length of the third spine in striped bass, and about two-thirds the length of the third 

spine in white bass.  

Alligator Gar  

 

DESCRIPTION  

Gars are easily distinguished from other freshwater species by their long, slender, cylindrical bodies, 

their long snouts, and the fact that they are equipped with diamond-shaped interlocking (ganoid) scales. 

Additionally, the dorsal and anal fins are placed well back on the body, and nearly opposite each other. 

The tail fin is rounded. Alligator gar may be distinguished from other gars by the presence of two rows 

of large teeth on either side of the upper jaw in large young and adults. Coloration is generally brown or 

olive above, and lighter underneath. The species name spatula is Latin for "spoon", referring to the 

creature's broad snout.  



Longnose Gar  

  

Lepisosteus is Greek, meaning "bony scale", and osseus is Latin, meaning "of bone." Longnose gar are 

distinguished from other gar species by the long snout whose length is at least 10 times the minimum 

width.  

Shortnose Gar  

 

Lepisosteus is Greek, meaning "bony scale", and platostomus is also Greek, meaning "broad mouth." 

Shortnose gar may be distinguished from other Texas species in that they lack the double row of teeth in 

the upper jaw of the alligator gar, the long snout of the longnose gar, and the spots of the spotted gar.  

Spotted Gar  

 

Gar are long and cylindrical with elongated mouths. Spotted gar grow to a length of 3 feet (0.9 m), 

weighing 8 pounds (3.6 kg). Their upper body is brown to olive, and they have silver-white sides. Head, 

body, and fins have olive-brown to black spots that help camouflage the fish. A broad, dark stripe is on 

the sides of immature fish. Their long, snout-like mouth is lined with strong, sharp teeth, and their body 

is covered with thick, ganoid (diamond-shaped) scales. Spotted gar may be distinguished from other gar 

species by the dark roundish spots on the top of the head, the pectoral fins and on the pelvic fins.  



Freshwater Drum 

 

DESCRIPTION  

Aplodinotus is Greek for "single back", and grunniens is Latin for "grunting", referring to the fact that 

the species may be observed (or felt) making "grunting" sounds. Except for color, freshwater drum 

resembles its marine relative the red drum. The fish is deep-bodied and equipped with a long dorsal fin 

divided into two sections. The dorsal fin usually has 10 spines and 29-32 rays. Freshwater drum are 

silvery in color and lack the distinctive tail fin spot of red drum.  

Walleye  

 

DESCRIPTION  

 As is typical of perches, the walleye is equipped with two separate dorsal fins. The anterior fin has 

spines, and the posterior dorsal has 19-22 soft rays. The anal fin has 12-14 rays and two spines. The 

body is generally mottled with dark blotches on a yellowish-to-greenish brown background. Colors on 

the lower body shade to white on the belly. The lower lobe of the tail fin has a light tip. Walleyes are 

obvious carnivores with teeth in the jaws and on the roof of the mouth.  

 

 

 

 



Sauger 

 

The sauger resembles its close relative the walleye. Saugers, however, are usually smaller. They may be 

distinguished from walleyes by the distinctly spotted dorsal fin, by the lack of a white splotch on the caudal fin, 

by the rough skin over their gill, and by their generally more brassy color, or darker (almost black) color in 

some regions.  

Sauger are long and thin, with dark backs, brassy sides, dark spots, and a pale belly. They have a forked tail 

with a pale streak on the bottom edge. Some sauger have a black spot on their body near where pectoral fin 

attaches. 

 

Hybridization between saugers and walleyes is not unknown; the hybrids, referred to as saugeyes, exhibit traits 

of both species. Being intermediate in appearance between the two species, saugeyes are sometimes difficult to 

differentiate, but they generally carry the dark blotches characteristic of the sauger.                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



White Sucker 

 

Single dorsal fin, sucking mouth with no barbels, long cylindrical body. The white sucker has coarser scales, the 

longnose has fine scales, but visually, with only one in hand, they are difficult to distinguish.  

The sucker family, is closely allied with the minnow family. Suckers are soft-rayed fishes that possess a 

toothless, protractile mouth with distinctive thick lips. The longnose and white suckers are two of the most 

common representatives.  

It is a long, round-bodied fish with a dark green, grey, copper, brown, or black back and sides and a light 

underbelly. 

Both the white and the longnose sucker are bottom feeding fish and spend most of their time in shallow, warm 

waters.  

 

 

 

Silver Redhorse 

 



The Silver Redhorse, It is typically found in lakes and in small to large rivers, where it often lives in undercut 

banks or protruding tree roots. 

A bottom-feeder, it feeds on mollusks, algae, detritus, immature insects, and other small organisms. 

 

Golden Redhorse 

 

 

The Golden Redhorse,. It lives in calm, often silty or sandy waters in streams, small to large rivers, and lakes. 

A bottom-feeder, it feeds on microcrustaceans, aquatic insects, detritus, algae, and small mollusks. The golden 

redhorse spawns in the spring. 

Shorthead Redhorse 
 

 

 

 

The Shorthead Redhorse,. It has a red tail fin and red edging on the dorsal fin. This member of the sucker 

family also has a yellowish back and white belly 

A bottom-feeder, it feeds on mollusks, microcrustaceans, insects, and plant material. 



Quillback 

 

The Quillback  is a type of freshwater fish of the sucker family. It grows to 26 inches (65 cm) and are deeper 

bodied than most suckers, leading to a carp like appearance. It can be distinguished from carp by the lack of 

barbels around the mouth. The coloration is silvery and it has large scales. It is called quillback because of the 

long filament that extends back from the dorsal fin.  

 


