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Letter from the still Prez:  
 

Well, the year is now officially over. The true indicator of the passing 

of another season is the presentation of the coveted (notorious?) Phil 

Lamm gag awards. For those of you who were not in attendance, the 

stories/poetry that go along with these awards are worth the price of 

admission. Ask the recipient of the Tree Mugger award!!!  
 

But, I digress. The Fall Business Meeting went well. As always, there 

could have been/should have been more attendees, but those who did 

join us let their voices be heard. We will continue to join in the already 

established activities at Bull Shoals with the Pontiac Catfish 

tournament and the Aqua Sports event at Lead Hills. As always, weõre 

looking for clubs to sponsor dive weekends. It was decided that it 

doesnõt matter whether theyõre competition weekends or fun weekends. 

If the competitors want to put together an impromptu competition, we 

know enough to be able to do that. So, start making plans with your 

clubs to sponsor a weekend. There is going to be Pro -Am event this 

year. This type of event has always been available and is in the Red 

Book, but isnõt done often. More specifically, Linda and I have been in 

the Council since 1988 and there has never been a Pro -Am that event 

Iõm aware of. More details on this event will be announced as they 

become available. Weõre still looking at another creative way to 

generate interest in the MDC.  
 

The banquet, while small in numbers, was long on quality. Serious awards 

and gag awards were the highlight of the evening. Plus, there were 

faces there that we havenõt seen for several years. So, it was a very 

enjoyable gathering.  
 

The officers for 2008 will remain the same with the exception of the 

Scoop Editor. Weõre looking for a replacement for Krystal. Not that we 

could ever, truly replace Krystal. She did a marvelous job with the 

Scoop. But we do need a new Scoop Editor. Any ideas or volunteers?  
 

Letõs all stay in touch through the winter months and keep on recruiting 

those prospective members.  

See ya!     B, L & M  

 
2008 MDC & Friends  

Dive Calendar  
 

May 17-18ñOpen  
 

May 24-26 
Bubblemasters  

Memorial Weekend  
Fun Dive  

 
May 31  

Stockton State Park  
Pro -Am Spearfishing 

Tournament  
$10 Amateur entry fee  
$200 prize money plus  
entry fees paid 50%, 

30%, 20% to the  
Amateur winners.  

 
June 21 -22 
Bull Shoals  

Pontiac Cove Marina  
Catfish Dive  

(to be confirmed)  
 

July 19 -20 
Bull Shoals  

Lead Hill - Flathead Dive  
(to be confirmed)  

 
July 26 -27 
Lake Oahe  

Pierre, South Dakota  
Freshwater Nationals  

 
August 16 -17ñOpen  

 
Aug 30 -Sep 1  

Bubblemasters  
Labor Day Weekend  

Fun Dive  
  

Sept 13  
Stockton Cleanup Dive  

 
Sept 20 -21 Open  
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MDC Fall Business Meeting and Awards Banquet 
  

Saturday, October 13th: 
Business Meeting, B.U.R.T Bld.  -- Hey Pete, thanks for the bakery goods!!! 
  
Dive Calendar for 2008: (June and July catfish dates to be confirmed) 
May 17-18 
June 21-22 ï Bull Shoals ï Pontiac Cove Marina Catfish Dive 
July 19-20 ï Bull Shoals ï Lead Hill - Flathead Dive 

August 16-17 
Sept. 20-21 
  
An additional dive was set up from the discussion at the meeting. The dive will be 

May 31 ï June 1, and will be promoted to/through dive shops and clubs as an MDC 

Pro-Am dive event at Stockton Lake ï State Park area.  The MDC competitors will 

work/dive with beginners/less experienced divers that want to learn to shoot fish. 

Winners to split the entry fees. The idea behind this is to promote the sport and the MDC as well. More 

details as time progresses. 
  
There was also some discussion about the MDC sponsoring the 2010 Skin Nationals.  A location other 

than Tablerock is being sought. 
  

We were having so much fun and deep discussions that we did not even stop for lunch!! 
(Now that is dedication!!) 
  

New Officers for 2008: 
President/Council Relations ï Bob Benson 

Exec. V.P. /V.P. Membership- Ken Rader 
Sec. ï Mary Bitter has volunteered to continue with the office. 

Treas. ï Phil Gross has volunteered to continue with the office. 
V.P. Comp/Safety/Photography ï Phil Lamm 
Year End Plaque Manager ï Jana Bradley nominated (must confirm acceptance??) 

Scoop Editor - ?????????????????? We need help here!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Any takers??? 
  

Dinner/Awards/Auction: Elks Lodge 
Year End Awards: 
Diver of the Year ï Administration ï 2007 ï Krystal Willhite (And well deserving of the award too!!!!!!) 



SCUBA SCOOP 

SUPPORTERS  

2007 

Janet Harris  

Burt Pennington 

Brian & Krystal Willhite 

Jana, Chris & Ryan Bradley 

Scott & Janet Graham 

Larry & Radonna Ballinger 

Jeff Spachek 

Phil W Pavey 

Glenda G Pavey 

ô92 Guy Rader Memorial 

ò03 Sandy Rader Memorial 

Phil Gross 

MaryAnn Gross 

Karl Bitter 

Mary Bitter 

Phil & Debbie Lamm 

Bubblemasters 

Extreme Sports Scuba 

Roy Morlan 

Chris Morlan 

Wichita Desert Divers 

Don Walker 

John Roeder 

Becky Roeder 

Carol Rose 

George Rose 

Don Rosenberger 

 

2008 

Burt Pennington 

Don Rosenberger 

 

2009 

Burt Pennington 

 

  Interested in the  

  Midwest Diving Council? 

  EMAIL FOR A FREE 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO THE  SCUBA SCOOP 

camphappybunny@yahoo.com 
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MDC Fall Bs. Meeting and Awards Banquet (cont.) 
  
 (V.P. of Comp was not able to attend. Bryant Awards are guesstimated from dive 

results.) 
Skin Bryant Award ï Mike Van Haele 
Scuba Bryant Award ï Phil Lamm 

Largest Fish Bryant ï Bob Benson 
No Year End Photo Entries 

 

ñSpecial Awardsò 
Mike Van Haele ï Sh*t Disturber Award ï ñInstigator ï Platinum 

Levelò 

Jeff Jeter ï Shi*t Disturber Award ï ñInstigator ï ñGold Levelò 

Awards presented by Phil Lamm. Get the story from Mike. Jeff, or 

Phil. 
  

(P.S. The slate is clean, the calendar is now open, and the game is a-foot or is it a-

fin??  Whatever!!!) 
  

ñTree Mugger Awardò ï Presented to Jeff Jeter from Phil Lamm on behalf of a 

small defenseless oak tree at Pontiac Campground.  Ask Jeff, Pat McCarthy, or 

Cathy Stanley for the story and gory details. There was also a poem of sorts that 

went along with the award that was authored by someone named Un K. Nown. 
  

ñX marks the Spotò ï presented to Mike Van Haele from Phil Lamm. (Just a word to 

the wise. ï Never trust Mike when he tells you that he knows of this giant brush pile 

around mile marker #17 on Bull Shoals unless you have a full tank of gas and he 

tells you that he has used his special ñspot markerò first!!!) 

  
A good time was had by all!!!! Submitted by Phil Lamm. 

...a new level of diver apparel 

Debbie Wiedenmann                  kcdive@yahoo.com or 913-649-4110 

Embroidered diver apparel 
Unique designs and text options 
Dive club logos 
Dive club discounts 
Screen printing also available 

Visit us até.. 
www.squidcentral.com 

Calamari Creations, Inc. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Treasurerôs report 
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MDC FALL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

 
OFFICER REPORTS 

President/Council Relations-Bob Benson ï During the 2007 dive season the MDC establish ties to other 

organizations sponsoring dive related events.  The two events in 2007 were the Money Shoot at Pontiac 

and the Charity Catfish hunt at Lead Hill.  Both of these dives resulted in exposure for the MDC to non-

member divers and the general public.  Additionally we had a presence at the Skin Diving Nationals held 

in California and the Inland Nationals held in Nebraska.   The renewed MDC web site and the SCUBA 

Scoop were both responsible for additional diver contacts from outside the MDC. Also discussed were 

the contacts by the Stingrays dive club from Leeôs Summit and a dive club in Topeka, Kansas.  The 

Stingrays have shown interest in knowing more about the MDC.  Bob Benson and Phil Lamm have 

joined the St Louis Hammerheads.  This is more of a Social & Travel related club but there may be some 

members that would like to experience the MDC kind of diving.    

 
Treasurer ï Phil Gross ï The preliminary results of our 2007 activity have resulted in a bank account 

balance of $6,267.01.  This is $612.33 higher that the October 31, 2006 balance.    The expenditures do 

not include the costs of 2007 Awards or other expected year-end expenses.  When any year-end or con-

vention generated revenues or expenditures are processed the final 2007 financial statements will be pro-

vided to all members that are interest as well as the SCUBA Scoop for publication.  Currently the MDC 

has 55 members including 12 Lifetime members.  Our 2006 membership was 60 members including 10 

Lifetime members.  For the upcoming year the membership forms will be modified to encourage Scoop 

Supporter payments from each member and to give each member the option of receiving an e-mailed ver-

sion of the SCUBA Scoop instead of a paper version. 

 

Past Presidents ï Phil Lamm: Our steps have been good but we have a long way to go. 

 

COMMITTEES  
Website -  (Treasurer: No additional expenditures were requited to bring the MDC Web site to its present 

quality condition.)  The website was discussed with the conclusion being that the website is in good shape 

but does need some tweaking.  Gary Antes was complimented on the Job he has done since the Spring 

Business Meeting.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Mike Van Haele described his idea of the MDC hosting a Pro-Am spearfishing event with cash prizes to 

the Amateur competitors.  Mike  Van Haele is contributing $400 to the MDC earmarked for such an 

event or events.   

(continued next page) 



 

MDC FALL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES (continued)  

 
Bob Benson Moved to make the following the preliminary MDC dive schedule for 2008.  Ken Rader 2nd 

the motion and it passed. 

 
2008 Dive Schedule ï The intention is to maintain the MDC 2008 Dive Schedule as the 3rd weekend of 

each month for May ï September. The schedule is printed on the front page, and is subject to change. 

 

30-Year Member ï No additions to the current lifetime members were discussed. 
 
Hosting the 2010 Nationals ï After much discussion, it was the consensus of those present that the MDC 

is interested in hosting the 2010 Skindiving Nationals but is NOT FULLY COMMITTED.  Further discus-

sion is recommended among all Council members during the winter. (continued next page) 

 

Additional areas of general discussion and information:   

The 2009 Skindiving Nationals are in Hawaii.  

 

Carol Rose has resigned from the Underwater Hockey Committee of the USOA. 

 
Krystal Willhite is ending her run as SCUBA Scoop editor.  The MDC is very grateful for the fine job that 

Krystal has done as editor for the past 2 years.  This position is very important for the growth and well be-

ing of the MDC and a strong replacement must be found promptly. 

 

2008 MDC Officers 
The following are the MDC officers consenting to 

server for 2008: 

President/Council Relations  BOB BENSON 

Vice President/VP of Membership KEN RADER 

Secretary/Historian   MARY BITTER 

Treasurer    PHIL GROSS 

VP of Competition and Safety PHIL LAMM  

Year End Plaque Manager  JANA BRADLEY 

SCUBA Scoop Editor  OPEN 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Phil Gross, Acting Secretary 
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SCOOP SUPPORTERS, 

 

Many thanks for supporting the 

SCOOP all these years! We 

couldnõt do it without you. 

Please consider adding your 

name to the MDCõs 2008 list of 

supporters. $10 per year gets 

your name in every issue. 

Advertisers, 

We appreciate you too! I hope our 

members respond to your ads. 

Iõll contact you soon for 2008 

ads in the SCOOP.  

 

Thanks, Krystal  
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MIDWEST DIVE COUNCIL INFORMATION per the RED BOOK  
(The Red Book contains the Councilôs constitution & bylaws) 

 

The objectives and purposes of the Council are specifically: 

To promote the interests and improve the sports commonly known as ñSkin divingò and Scuba Diving.ò 

To promote and aid in safety, instruction and certification programs. 

To study and aid in conservation of aquatic life. 

To promote sportsmanship, good fellowship and understanding among Skin and Scuba Divers and other 

 sportsmen. 

To assist in the organization of Skin and Scuba diving clubs. (Red section, page 1) 

 

Club Membershipð(How your club can join the MDC) 

ñTo become an affiliated member club, the following steps must be taken and the qualifications met: 
 Section 1: ClubðRegular membership in the Council shall be open to any organized diving club in the 

Midwest area. The Club must consist of two or more individual diving members that hold nationally recog-

nized certification cards. A personôs name may appear only once on the Council Membership roster. 
 Section 2: ApplicationðApplication for regular membership in the Council shall be made in writing, 

delivered through the Vice President of Membership & Publicity as directed by the Board of Directors, from 

the President or equivalent officer of the club representing membership. Such application shall pledge the club 

to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws and all rules and regulations of the Council. Said application shall be 

accompanied by a complete list of the club members and prepayment of dues as hereinafter provided. 
 Section 3: Application ApprovalðUpon satisfactory completion of the application herein stated a club 

may be admitted to membership by a majority vote of the Board of Directors at any Board of Directorsô meet-

ing or by mail vote. Following admission by the Directors, the Vice President of Membership & Publicity 

shall notify the applicant in writing within ten days. In the event of rejection, advanced payment of dues will 

be returned when the Vice President of M&P notifies the applicant club of the rejection in writing within ten 

days. 
 Section 4: Application RejectionðAny club whose application has been rejected shall have the right 

to appeal the decision of the Board of Directors  by sending a representative to the Board of Directors and, in 

a statement directed to the Board of Directors, set forth its reasons why the decision of the board of Directors 

shall be reversed.ò (Red section, page 3) 

 
Independent Memberships are offered to any person desiring to join the Council without the benefit of a club. 

Independent members shall be represented by the Executive Vice President at the Business Meetings in Voice. 

The member may not hold any elective or appointive office. It shall be recommended that all independent 

members ultimately join or forma club. (Red section, page 3) 

 

Dues 

Section 1. Club: Yearly Council dues for a club shall be $20 per club. Dues are payable October 15 of each 

year and will be arrears on December 1. 

Section 2. Individual: Yearly Council dues for individuals are as follows: 

 A. Regular MembershipðFirst Family Member  $12 

 B. Regular MembershipðSecond Family Member  $10 

 C. Regular MembershipðAll Other Family Members $7 

 D. Independent membership     $25 
In order to receive these rates, only one Scuba Scoop shall be sent to a family. All Council members will auto-

matically become members of the Conservation Federation of Missouri, with the fees for membership to be 

paid from the Council General Fund. Membership in the Underwater Society of America shall be optional for 

Council members. (Those competing in any national competition are required to join due to Underwater Soci-

ety Rules.) Blue section, page 1 
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President/Council Relations  

Bob Benson 

6005 Kassell Court 

Imperial, MO 63052 

636-942-2639 

thediver51@msn.com 

 

Vice President/  

VP Membership  

Pete Fourcault 

4229 Marigold 

Granite City, IL 62040 

618-931-1621 

pete4cault@msn.com 

 

Secretary/Historian  

Mary Bitter 

10002 West 99th Terr. 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

913-599-0755 

Mary.Bitter@opkansas.org 

 

Treasurer  

Phil Gross 

18640 Arrowhead Lane 

Independence, MO 64056-1105 

816-796-6534 

Phil.gross@att.net 

 

V.P. of Competition  

Hockey, Photo and Safety  

Karl Bitter 

10002 West 99th Terr. 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

913-599-0755 

divmstrkb@aol.com 

 

Year -End Plaque Manager  

Jana Bradley 

810 West Harris 

Frontenac, KS 66763 

620-232-1969 

jlcbradley@cox.net 

 

Scuba Scoop Editor  

Krystal Willhite 

3022 NE Coalfield Rd. 

Scammon, KS 66773 

camphappybunny@yahoo.com 

620-704-6836 

 

 

Midwest Diving Council Officers  

SCUBA SCOOP ADVERTISING RATES 
 

Scoop Supporter/name in each issue $10.00 year 

Business Card Yearly Ad (10 Issues) $50.00 year 

Personal Ad  $5.00 /issue 

MDC Club Event FlyersðFull Page $10.00/issue 

Full page ad  $40/issue 

1/2 page ad  $20/issue 

1/4 page ad  $10/issue 

1/8 page ads   $5/issue 

Contact Krystal at camphappybunny@yahoo.com 

Lifetime MDC Members  

(30 year members) 

Ed DuffinñBubblemasters 

Phil LammñBubblemasters 

Carole MaughñDeep 6 

Gary MaughñDeep 6 

Roy MorlanñWichita D. D. 

Red PaxtonñKCFC 

Burt PenningtonñIUD 

John RoederñWichita D.D. 

Bill SandersñKCFC 

Jim ShockeyñKCFC 

Don WalkerñWichita D.D. 

Lyn WellingtonñKCFC 

Email of the month . . . 

Never, ever, EVER FART in a wetsuit! 


